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Timeline & Route Summary

Total plotted route: 54.7 miles (from Google Earth)

Key events and times:

9:00 am: Cast off from Portland

5:00 pm: Finish hauling traps at Richmond Island

6:00 pm: Distress call at Broad Cove Rock

8:00 pm: Reach Tanta Fishing Grounds

8:00 pm-5:00 am: Assess damage, lash boats, fight storm, man
overboard, return to Portland with boats lashed together
Segment-by-Segment Analysis

1. Portland to Richmond Island (Hauling Traps)

Distance: ~10-15 miles (including zig-zagging for traps)

Time allotted: 9:00 am-5:00 pm (8 hours)

Plausibility: Very realistic, especially if you're hauling traps (slow,
labor-intensive, often 3-6 knots). This segment could easily take all
day, especially if you're working multiple trap lines and training a
new deckhand.

2. Richmond Island to Broad Cove Rock

Distance: ~2-3 miles

Time allotted: 5:00 pm-6:00 pm (1 hour)

Plausibility: Reasonable. Even with delays, this is a short hop.

3. Broad Cove Rock to Tanta Fishing Grounds

Distance: ~20-25 miles

Time allotted: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm (2 hours)

Plausibility:

At 15 knots (17 mph): 25 miles ~ 1.5 hours

At 10 knots (11.5 mph): 25 miles ~ 2.2 hours

So, 2 hours is plausible, especially pushing hard in good weather.
4. Tanta Fishing Grounds: Rescue, Lash Boats, Storm

Time for rescue, lashing, storm, man overboard: 8:00 pm-? (let’s
estimate 1-2 hours for all these complications)

Plausibility:

Assessing damage, lashing boats, and recovering a man
overboard in a storm could easily take 1-2 hours or more,
especially at night and in rough weather.

5. Return to Portland with Boats Lashed Together

Distance: ~25 miles (Tanta to Portland)

Time allotted: 9:00 pm-5:00 am (8 hours)

Plausibility:

With two boats lashed together, speed drops dramatically (likely
3-5 knots, or 3.5-5.7 mph).

At 4 knots: 25 miles ~ 6.25 hours

Add time for storm, fatigue, and navigation at night: 8 hours is very
reasonable.

Tot.Time: Cast off: 9:00 am, Return: 5:00 am next day, Total: 20 Hrs

Conclusion: Is It Plausible?

Yes, your timeline is entirely plausible.

Trap hauling is slow and can fill an entire day, especially with
inexperience or complications.

Travel times between points fit real-world speeds for lobster boats.
Rescue and storm events are major time sinks, especially with a
man overboard at night.

Towing (lashing) another boat back to port at night in a storm is a
slow, grueling process.

Your sequence of events and time allocations are realistic for the
distances and challenges described.



