THE CORPSE BLOOM: STORY BLUEPRINT v.18 PREMISE: A surgeon trapped into performing kidney transplants using organs from murdered donors becomes a DEA spy in order to bring down the Mexican cartel that ensnared him. THEME: The best way to serve those we love is to serve the wider world.

KEY: New England Mexico ‘ Bloom (growth) . Sam (science/religion) . Catherine (spousal love/duty) . Grace (paternal (love/duty) . Carlos (alter ego) ‘ Webb (betrayal) + — Emotional Change >< Conflict | | Timeline
PART 1 HOOK INCIT. INC. 1ST PP
EARLY EXIT ‘ LOST LESSON ‘ PLANTING PROMISES ‘ POST MORTEM PAPER POWER ‘ FOR RICHER OR POORER ‘ PLAINTIFF PROBLEMS . A TEST AT SCHOOL ‘ FLIGHT PLANS ‘ GOING SOUTH

With time on his hands, Brad
takes Grace on a college tour,
delighted by her premed plans
while wondering how he’ll pay for
school.

Brad makes a last ditch attempt
to round up support from his
team and finds most putting their
careers before him, leaving him
bitter as he boards the plane.

Tensions come to a peak after
Brad spends fruitless time trying
to save his job. Catherine finally
agrees that Brad has no choice
but to take the job in Mexico.

Brad returns to Boston to learn
his schedule’s been cleared to
place him on leave while Webb
tries to defend Brad from Sam’s
wife’s lawsuit.

Brad’s confidence is boosted
after presentation of his paper to
his peers earns him a job offer
from Carlos at his new transplant
center that Brad politely declines.

Brad gets lost when he drives the
family to an ancient Mayan pyramid.
Catherine’s anger at his absence
boils over as they're confronted by
the poverty outside their resort.

Still reeling from Sam'’s death,
Brad wakes to find his old dog
dead, buries him,and takes off to
Mexico, rising through the clouds
with a heavy heart.

Sam codes just as Brad gets
ready to leave the hospital, then
dies, inspiring questions over
whether Brad should have left the
OR, or even operated on a friend.

Brad retreats to his greenhouse
refuge to work on his corpse flow-
er as he relives childhood mem-
ories on his father’s farm while
keeping thoughts of Sam at bay.

Brad is called into surgery to
save his old friend, Sam, then
leaves early to catch a flight.

— + Brad's devastated, then touched by Webb going to bat
for him. =< Bureaucracy bars Brad's return to work

+ — Surgical success ends in first OR fatality — =+ Sorrow/Guilt relieved in greenhouse safe space + — Hope for R&R crushed by loss of best friend. — = Despair turns to confidence after talk applause + — Hopes for a happy wife fade fast + — Moved by Grace's interest in med, but how to pay? — = Fights w Catherine over leaving end w respect for Brad's 4+ — Optimism over friends ends in disappointment

=< Tries to get away / obligation to friend stops him =< Master of OR defeated by fate/God =< Struggle for professional distance w friend/patient =< Dog's death presents new hurdle to clear w wife =< Family reunion turns to feud
| One Week: February } One Month: Feb-Mar |

1
ORPHAN Part 1 Overview: Dr. Brad Baker’s professional standing and self-image disintegrate in the wake of the death of the long-lost friend who becomes his first OR fatality.
MIDPOINT

PART 2 PINCH PT 1

— = Brad's plans are delayed / surgical success

=< Brad blows Carlos off, worries about missed opp. =< Support daughter's dream without $ to do so sacrifice =< Same =< Hfforts for peer support are fruitless

A RETURN TO ROOTS

Brad rediscovers his roots train-
ing Rosa & Miguel and enjoys
access to cash without bureau-
cratic bullshit as he builds his

NEW SHOOTS O

Brad comes home to find Cather-
ine tending his greenhouse. She

finds his return to the roots of his
work has rekindled her love for

PUBLIC RELATIONS O

Carlos impresses Brad with a
tour of the center’s public pro-
grams, & wows him with Brad’s
own mature corpse flower in

CHURCH WORK O

As a Catholic doctor, Miguel re-
news Sam’s science/faith debate
with Brad, with revelations about
the center’s paid donors that

HOUSE CALL Y |

Brad visits Web at home and is
touched by his care for his dis-
abled daughter, but is alarmed
by the stress his divorced friend

OPERATION UNCLE

Brad returns to Mexico to per-
form a transplant on Carlos’
uncle, Ramon, but becomes
uneasy when Miguel reveals Ra-

THE TOLLOFTEARS @

At a celebratory dinner for Brad,
Brad is heartened by the tearful
thanks of Ramon’s wife but stung
by their contrast with the bitter

BACKGROUND CHECK @ @

Brad questions Carlos about car-
tel ties, Carlos reminds him Bos-
ton General contacted him. Webb
confirms his vetting of the center,

TRADE SECRETS

Miguel’'s deteriorating perfor-

mance prompts his confession to
Brad about the murder of donors
that supplies many of the organs

NIGHT LIGHTS

Brad drives to the airport in the
middle of the night, intent on es-
caping the cartel, but is stopped
by the police who find a load of

mos’ crimes as a cartel member.

the man she married. planted fentanyl in his car.

Brad’s private greenhouse. take the bloom off of Brad’s job. own transplant program. suffers from caring for her alone. tears of Kay Kinney. but promises to dig deeper. for their program.

+ — Ready to dive into work, distraught about patient — = Sorrow over Kay's tears, hope for future outcomes + — Suspicion about employer, calmed by Webb — = Horror over program galvanizes resolve to act + — Glad to flee, shock of capture

=< Duty as a healer vs. nature of man saved

— + Sad at Webb' distress, glad to repay friendship
=< Efforts to help are subtly rebuffed by Webb

One Week: April }

— F Distress gives way to appreciation for new employer + — Enjoyment over teaching sours w God talk — + Struggle w new job give way to joy in teaching + — Rekindled marriage sparks sorrow over leaving

=< Wants new job to work, gut feeling warns him =< Pride over time invested clashes with what it was for =< Brad's agency hits brick wall of prison cell

One Month: Apr-May |

=< Brad keeps his distance while Carlos tries to win him =< Brad preaches science, Miguel preaches God =< Ease @ new center inspires anger over Bos. General =< Struggle between new love & leaving again =< Tries to accept congrats while feeling unworthy

I One Month: Mar-Apr }
WANDERER Part 2 Overview: Stripped of his home, family, and status, Brad rediscovers the joy of healing those in need, but ultimately finds he’s now serving a much darker purpose.

PART 3 MIRROR MOMENT PINCH PT 2

GRAFT VERSUS HOST @

Brutal interrogations reveal the
hostile world Brad can’t call home.
He vacillates between strength-
ening his resolve and the despair
that temps appeals to Sam’s God.

RECOVERY ROOM

Brad is “rescued” by Carlos to be
taken to his compound to recover.
On the ride there he learns how
skillfully he’s been blackmailed into
returning to work for the cartel.

BUSINESS PLAN O

Brad presents a plan to Carlos

to end costly murders by running
clinics to build a donor database
to offer organ pay. Carlos agrees
& shares his hopes for legit cartel.

DOUBLE DOSE 5

Back at work, Miguel is gone. One
night, Brad stops Rosa’s rapist
with a hypo of sux, then watches
in horror as Carlos has Luis use
the same drug to kill the man.

FAMILY FIRST CY )

In the greenhouse, Carlos shares
stories of Rosa’s brutal past & his
own that made him put family first
at all costs. Tells Brad he’s earned
a trip home, but must recruit others.

CELL CALL Q

Luis plays bad-cop to Carlos’
good, takes Brad to a tiny room &
plays a recording of Miguel being
tortured to death, then reveals his
sux murder of Brad’s dog.

A HAVEN AT HOME O

Fearing for his family, Brad goes
to Webb, revealing the cartel's
plan. Webb tells Brad to recruit
from his team and Webb will
deny approval when time comes.

THE PULL OF THE PAST @

A Maine island kayak trip evokes
fond memories of both Brad and
Grace’s childhood and hopes for
Grace’s future, but also reveals
how much Brad has to lose.

HEART MURMURS 5

After making love with his wife in
their Maine cabin, Brad is tempt-
ed to reveal all, but his worry
over his family’s safety keeps
him silent, so Catherine is too.

STAFF INFECTION O

Brad is in car chase, thinking it's
cartel, but is overtaken by DEA
agents who've tapped Webb’s
phone. They reveal he’s a cartel
mole and solicit Brad’s help.

+ — Relief at survival gives way to knowledge of its cost — + Helplessness gives way to plan for salvation + — Hero watches foe murdered — =+ Horror over actions tums to respect for motivation + — Relief at going home, horror at realization its notsafe ~ — = Fear over entrapping others relieved by Webb + — Joy over daughter, sorrow over losing time w her —  Pain over lost wife, solace over her safety + — Relief in Webb's support, revelation of betrayal

=< Brad vs his nature and Sam'’s =< Battle between abhorrance & respect for Carlos =< Doing business with the devil =< Rescue vs. murder =< Love of family vs love of mankind =< Brad against unmasked evil side of cartel
: Two Months: May-Jun-Jul :

WARRIOR Part 3 Overview: Caged, beaten, but not broken, Brad emerges to find the strength to put his own plan in play.
DARK NIGHT OF SOUL

PART 4
GOD’S GARDEN

— + Torture points to inner strength or God for hope
=< (an't explain his love for C = their love's end >< (Carvs car, friend vs "friend"
Two Weeks: July 1

ANEWBLOOM @O O @

=< Protecting family vs sacrificing former friends =< Ease of early years vs predicament now

CLIMAX

CLINICAL TRIALS THE NIGHT SHIFT FULL FLOWER DEADHEADING THE SILENT SEA POST-OP CARE

PERFORMANCE REVIEW @

Carlos shares disappointment
over Brad’s failure to deliver
recruits, & that partners wanted
to kill Brad. Rosa’s rescue saved
Brad, but now he must deliver.

DOUBLE DUTY

Brad starts his work as an agent
for the DEA, wondering all the
time as he tries to gather evi-
dence if Carlos might suspect his
duplicity.

Late one night, Rosa catches
Brad copying clinic computer
files onto a tiny hard drive. Brad
makes a plea for her silence, but
has no idea if she’ll tell.

Carlos compels Brad to start
transplant trials with locals. The
first procedure with a poorly
trained anesthesiologist ends
with Brad’s second OR death.

The strain of his double life finds
Brad manically gardening, in-
spiring the childhood memory

of Sam that reveals the limits of
Brad’s power to control his fate.

Carlos enters greenhouse to reveal
plan to scale new biz with murders,
blackmails Brad to recruit help with
photos of Grace the same evening
corpse flower blooms.

Brad is sent home to round up

recruits, finds Webb on vacation,
Grace at college, Catherine filing
for divorce. He visits greenhouse
alone to deadhead dead flowers.

Brad skips plane for last visit with
Grace, but heads north when

spotting a tail. Knowing he’ll nev-
er see family again, his car turns
into woods before crash into sea.

A new face greets Brad after plas-
tic surgery for his new life serving
poor patients in witness protection
program. Learns cartel is busted,
Webb arrested, Carlos got away.

Brad attends Grace’s gradua-

tion, hears of med school, sees
Catherine w beau, thinks about
his new life serving poor patients,
leaves rose on Grace’s car.

— + Double-agent terror, hope at pulling it off + — Belief he's duping Carlos ends in fear about future — F Sting of death underscores Brad's power to prevent it + — Key data is in hand at moment Brad is caught — + Revelation about limits of power = surrender + — Newfound calm tested by full knowledge of evil — + Nothing left to lose = power to save + — Actions to save family end in death — + From death to resurrection in new life + — Joy over family's safety, sting over never seeing them

=< Brad vs. the cartel & his doubts about spying
I Two Months: Jul-Aug-Sep :

1
MARTYR Part 4 Overview: The fight of his life leads to Brad’s death, resurrection, and salvation.

again =< Loss of family to serve them & wider world

Four Years Later: May —————]

when he's in charge >< Competence vs incompetence =< Struggle transitioning between old life & new =< Brad in final battle to hold onto fam and crush cartel =< Struggle to start over

One Week: September I Three Months Later: Dec h

=< Spy vs. spy, who knows what about who? =< Inscrutable Rosa = no answers about B's safety =< Battle between agency and acceptance =< (arlos' deception vs Brad's




